NATIONAL BROADBAND PLAN:
ADVOCATES AND CHAMPIONS RESPOND

The national broadband plan released by the Federal Communications Commission on March 15th, 2010 represents a blueprint for FCC and Congressional action on:
•
•
•
•
•
•

universalizing broadband access,
increasing Internet affordability,
ensuring the distribution of unlicensed spectrum,
increasing competition and providing consumer protections,
ensuring public safety infrastructure is aligned with the public reliance on new media,
and ensuring a future for journalism.

This plan takes the “first steps” to ensure that Internet is faster, cheaper, and more available to those who need it
most. But advocates working to address gaps in education, employment, and service access are concerned that
that closing the digital divide will require some hard choices, a real roadmap, and concrete policy recommendations that engage the voices of those most affected.

THE PLAN: 90% BROADBAND ADOPTION BY 2020
WHAT WE SAY: “We agree with FCC Commissioner Clyburn that The Plan’s three-stage process to transition universal service support from narrowband to broadband within ten years is visionary. On this, the voices of
marginalized communities have been heard,” Malkia A. Cyril, Media Action Grassroots Network at the Center for
Media Justice.
THE PLAN: REFORM THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND, BUT NO ROADMAP TO END DIGITAL REDLINING
WHAT WE SAY: “Extending universal access to broadband is an excellent future forward goal, but any
policy intended to drive broadband adoption in communities of color and migrant communities must produce a
clear roadmap to ensure that the speed and access recommendations are a floor, not a ceiling- and that people
don’t become digital haves and have nots based on their zip code or their race. Real inclusion demands that the
FCC retain full jurisdiction to ensure strong implementation,” Rinku Sen, Applied Research Center.
THE PLAN: EXPAND WIRELESS ACCESS FOR POOR COMMUNITIES
WHAT WE SAY: “We applaud the FCC’s commitment to expand wireless access for poor communities,
especially Commissioner Baker who suggested wireless can be a gateway for access. But we know that to truly
participate in this economy wireless access cannot be a substitute for high speed broadband- and we look
forward to concrete policy that ensures that poor people have a real chance at economic empowerment,” Garlin
Gilchrist II of the Center for Community Change.
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THE PLAN: INCREASE PROVIDER CHOICES, TRANSPARENCY, AND CONSUMER PROTECTIONS
WHAT WE SAY: “The FCC has produced a strong vision for consumer transparency so people know what
technology they’re buying, and that they are getting their money’s worth. But, as the devil is in the details, we
hope the National Broadband Plan moves from a laudable vision to a concrete set of policies in which the FCC will
not only review competition policy but be willing to act and provide real oversight,” Joel Kelsey, Consumers Union.
THE PLAN: PRIORITIZE PUBLIC SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY
WHAT WE SAY: Securing borders in this country has proven problematic and has increased nativism and
xenophobia against people perceived to have mixed or undocumented immigration status- securing our digital borders must be carefully approached and with the voices of migrant communities fully engaged,” amalia
deloney, Center for Media Justice.
THE PLAN: DISTRIBUTE UNLICENSED TV SPECTRUM TO INCREASE MEDIA DIVERSITY
WHAT WE SAY: While the Plan acknowledges the current public interest mandates and goals of broadcast
spectrum, it does not… study the impact that a spectrum sell-off would have on women and minority-owned
broadcast television stations. It is certainly possible, if not likely, that the stations most amenable to accept the
buyout would be those few owners. It is no mystery how poorly these groups are represented among the media
ownership ranks; a plan that would further decimate the prospects for women and minority owners is untenable.
In my view, we may be doing the country a disservice if our actions left Americans relying on over-the-air television with only the major networks at the expense of smaller stations serving niche audiences who rely on them for
their news and information,” FCC Commissioner Mignon Clyburn.
THE PLAN: NO MENTION OF OPEN INTERNET PROTECTIONS OR FCC JURISDICTION
WHAT WE SAY: “We are pleased with the promise of the Broadband Plan to increase the access of communities of color and other under-represented communities to the opportunities and democratic engagement the
Internet provides. The economic opportunities inherent in broadband adoption and access are critical to us all.
But it’s clear that broadband access is only the beginning- we also need a roadmap to ensure that the Internet
remain a source of un-gated innovation. The Internet is the most transformative and flexible communications
system ever created, and strong open Internet protections are the only clear way to ensure that people of color,
migrant communities, small businesses, and other marginalized groups have the power to speak in their own
voices without corporate gatekeepers. We hope the National Broadband Plan has set the stage for such strong
protections and to ensure that the FCC has the jurisdiction to translate this vision of powerful open networks into
reality,” James Rucker, Color of Change.
THE PLAN: JOURNALISM NEEDS A FUTURE
WHAT WE SAY: “It is unclear whether wireless, mobile devices, and the Internet can replace trusted sources
and meaningful access to the news and information critical to our daily lives,” FCC Commissioner Clyburn.
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