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AS HOLIDAYS APPROACH,
BULLDOZERS DESCEND ON NEW ORLEANS POOR
Residents Successfully Preserve Lafitte Housing Complex,
Rally Saturday to Preserve the Rest
UPDATE:
On International Human Rights Day December 10, more than 100 residents and their supporters
took New Orleans City Hall by storm to demand the preservation of much-needed public housing.
The result: residents won one small victory by preserving Lafitte Housing complex. The Housing
Conservation District Review Committee denied the permit necessary to raze Lafitte because of
the historical importance of the sound brick building.
WHAT’S NEXT:
National Rally to Save New Orleans Housing
Demand that New Orleans City Council and H.U.D. Stop the Demolitions
Saturday, December 15, Noon
St. Bernard Housing Development, New Orleans
WHY:
Because residents and supporters from all over the country know this is a life-or-death fight to
preserve affordable housing in New Orleans. Mitigation plans do NOT replace public housing
with new affordable housing – instead they will reduce the city’s affordable housing stock by a
shocking 82%. And poor people aren’t the only ones who pay – taxpayers will be contributing a
steep 762 million dollars to these demolitions, when repairing the existing public housing would
cost only a few hundred thousand dollars.
Why are opponents, H.U.D., and City Councilmembers Head and Midura so eager to destroy
public housing? Do they stand to benefit from a New Orleans with fewer poor people?
H.U.D. and City Council members may actually be happy that Hurricane Katrina did in a few
hours what developers couldn't do in a decade - displace poor people of color en mass. Now
H.U.D is following with its national trend of tearing down public housing and displacing
thousands of poor people of color - only to redevelop the land to benefit profit over people.
H.U.D has a track record of displacement and destruction first through the HOPE VI program and
now through direct control of local housing agencies.
New Orleans is ground zero for gentrification in this country. People from across the country
understand the national importance of the fight for the right to the city in New Orleans. That is
why local groups from around the country are sending people to New Orleans to support the
action on the ground, as well as tying their own fights for the right to the city to the struggle in
New Orleans.

“We will be watching the public housing sites at all hours to stop any bulldozers,” says Kali
Akuna of the Coalition to Stop Demolitions. “Demolishing public housing is like putting black
families in front of the wrecking ball. The city has a responsibility to stop the demolition and use
the public housing it has to place families in stable, affordable housing now.”
BACKGROUND:
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development is scheduled to demolish over 5,000
units of public housing in New Orleans- a move housing advocates in New Orleans say is the
latest in a long string of bad policy decisions that defy common sense and have left more than
12,000 people homeless.
The demolitions could begin as soon as Saturday the 15th, and appear to contradict the city’s
slogan following the storms of 2005, “Bring New Orleans Back.” According to the Stop the
Demolitions Coalition- a broad national alliance of advocates, residents, and supporting groups,
over 3,400 families, most of them African American, will be prevented from returning to New
Orleans as a direct result of the destruction of the public housing units. Instead of a place to live,
the thousands of families whose homes will be demolished will be offered rent vouchers that do
not cover security deposit, first months rent, or moving costs.
The decision to demolish the five largest public housing developments in New Orleans was
finalized last Thursday, when the Housing Authority followed HUD’s June announcement of the
demolitions with the approval of nearly $31 million in redevelopment contracts to tear down the
public housing units to make room for what it deceptively calls “mixed income” neighborhoods.
SOLUTIONS:
Advocates say the answer is Senate Bill 1668: The Gulf Coast Recovery Act, which preserves
pubic housing units where feasible, requires replacement where preservation is not feasible, and
provides additional resources for the enforcement of fair housing laws. The bill has been blocked
by Louisiana Senator David Vitter, but could be voted out of committee and onto the senate floor
if the Senate Committee on banking, housing, and urban affairs takes immediate action.
“Take it from a resident who was there 27 years, there were such good things about public
housing," says Kawana Jasper, 27-year resident of St. Bernard Parish. "We lived like normal
people who own homes, on holidays we got together as a family. We'd barbeque, we'd have
block parties to watch movies and have DJs spinning. Around the holidays it was always
decorated. We had our differences but we were a community, a family. We have to fight to
protect that.”
###
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New Orleans Still Flooded With Bad Policy Following ’05 Storms
HUD scheduled to demolish 5,000 units of public housing, preventing thousands from
returning to New Orleans
New Orleans, LA –
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development is scheduled to demolish over 5,000 units of
public housing in New Orleans- a move housing advocates in New Orleans say is the latest in a long
string of bad policy decisions that defy common sense and have left more than 12,000 people homeless.
The demolitions planned for Monday December 18th appear to contradict the city’s slogan following the
storms of 2005, “Bring New Orleans Back.” According to the Stop the Demolitions Coalition- a broad
national alliance of advocates, residents, and supporting groups, over 3,400 families, most of them
African American, will be prevented from returning to New Orleans as a direct result of the destruction
of the public housing units. Instead of a place to live, the thousands of families whose homes will be
demolished will be offered rent vouchers that do not cover security deposit, first months rent, or moving
costs.
“The city of New Orleans, HUD, and HANO have left these units to rot instead of repairing them and
bringing the families that used to live there home,” says Kali Akuna, an organizer with the Coalition.
“These demolitions are a disgrace. They need to re-open the units so all New Orleans’ residents can
come home, not just those who can afford it. Vouchers aren’t the answer. There’s a better way.”
Advocates say the answer is Senate Bill 1668: The Gulf Coast Recovery Act, which preserves pubic
housing units where feasible, requires replacement where preservation is not feasible, and provides
additional resources for the enforcement of fair housing laws. The bill has been blocked by Louisiana
Senator David Vitter, but could be voted out of committee and onto the senate floor if the Senate
Committee on banking, housing, and urban affairs takes immediate action.
The decision to demolish the five largest public housing developments in New Orleans was finalized last
Thursday, when the Housing Authority followed HUD’s June announcement of the demolitions with the
approval of nearly $31 million in redevelopment contracts to tear down the public housing units to make
room for what it calls “mixed income” neighborhoods.
“Everybody knows that mixed income means getting rid of New Orleans’ poorest to make room for
folks with money,” adds Akuna. “Demolishing public housing is like putting black families in front of
the wrecking ball. The city has a responsibility to stop the demolition and use the public housing it has to
place families in stable, affordable housing now.”
The Stop the Demolitions Coalition says they will do whatever they can to prevent the demolitions from
taking place.
“Take it from a resident who was there 27 years, there were such good things about public
housing," says Kawana Jasper, 27-year resident of St. Bernard Parish. "We lived like normal people
who own homes, on holidays we got together as a family. We'd barbeque, we'd have block parties to
watch movies and have DJs spinning. Around the holidays it was always decorated. We had our
differences but we were a community, a family. We have to fight to protect that.”

###
are planning to take to the streets in an attempt to prevent their homes from being destroyed.
Across the nation,

COALITION TO STOP DEMOLITIONS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dec. 10 – 15, 2007
For more information call Kali Akuna 510.593-3956
Monday, December 10th
International Human Rights Day Action – City Council Permit Committee
Demonstration
9 am -- Press Conference at City Hall (No city permits or other local
approvals of HUD's demolition of public housing)
4 pm -- Orientation at the Workers Center, 3500 Canal Street
Tueesday, Dec. 11th: Stop Racism at the Army Corps of Engineers Equal Flood Protection for All
11 am -- Teach-In, Workers Center, 3500 Canal Street
6 pm -- Press Conference at St. Maria Goretti Church, 7300
Crowder Blvd. in New Orleans East
7pm -- Army Corps of Engineers Convenes "Environmental Justice"
Hearing at St. Maria Goretti Church *For more information, contact
Nathalie Walker, Advocates for Environmental Human Rights, 504-7993060.
Wednesday, December 13th
Lawsuit will be filed for injunction against Alphonso Jackson and HUD
Thursday, December 13th
12 noon -- Mass Action - For more information, go to the Drop-In Center,
1418 N. Clariborne Ave. near Esplanade Ave., or call Tamar at 504-9408389.
Friday, December 14th
Local Action at Catholic Charities
Saturday, December 15th
• Mass day of action at St. Bernard Housing Project

COALITION TO STOP DEMOLITIONS
Spokespeople
COALITION TO STOP DEMOLITIONS RESIDENTS
Kawana Jasper, 27-year resident of St. Bernard Parish - 504-872-0313
When Katrina hit, Kawana Jasper was living in St. Bernard Parish with her 2 daughters, then 3
and 9 years old. She fondly describes St. Bernard as a real home and community:
“Take it from a resident who was there 27 years, there were such good things about public
housing. We lived like normal people who own homes - on holidays we got together as a family.
We'd barbeque, we'd have block parties to watch movies and have DJs spinning. Around the
holidays it was always decorated. We were a community, a family. We had our differences but
we were a family.”
Today, Kawana’s family is displaced throughout the country. She has a sister in Dallas, a brother
in Mississippi whose daughter is in Missouri, an Aunt in DC, the list goes on. She says many of
her family members want to come back to New Orleans, but they don't have homes to come back
to. They could afford the $300-400 apartments that were available before Katrina, but now the
same apartments rent for a impossible $1100 per month.
Kawana and her children live in a two-bedroom apartment paid for by Section 8 vouchers. Right
now her voucher pays for her full $1128 monthly rent, but in January the voucher will decrease to
$1078. If St. Bernard is demolished, she fears her voucher will continue to decrease and she and
her family will be left homeless. She knows what that’s like: after Katrina she and her family
lived in a hotel for a in Houston, then stayed in a shelter in Lafayette.
"Where are the solutions for homelessness?” She asks. “It will cost millions of dollars more to
pay our rent than to revitalize our public housing. if they're going to take our homes away from
us why should we believe that they will continue our rent through vouchers?”
Kawana says she speaks for many public housing residents who feel they would lose everything
if the units are not saved. “It would be very heartbreaking, they're taking our homes from us, I
don't where we'll go, there's no guarantees and no stability.” She says. "it's hell to be avoided
and placed somewhere else, there are all these obstacles to staying in our home when we just
want our families together.”
Kawana’s mother, Sharon Jasper, a former resident council president at St. Bernard, is also
available for interviews: 504-324-3657
Stephanie Mingo, 40+ year resident of St. Bernard Parish - 504-529-3171
Stephanie was born and raised in St. Bernard. Four generations of her family lived there: her
grandmother, her mother, and her daughter. She is proud of how the community of St. Bernard
helped raise her immediate family, and she considers all St. Bernard residents her relatives.
“Christmastime is my favorite time of year, my heart is so lonely and I’m hurting,” She says. “I
want to go back home to St. Bernard.”
Like Kawana’s family, Stephanie’s blood family is displaced throughout the country. She has
nieces in Texas, and she has a little sister who is in Florida who wants to come back home but

can’t find affordable housing. Her sister tried to get an apartment with a section 8 voucher, but
many landlords she talked to no longer accept these vouchers.
Today’s Stephanie is living in Iberville Public Housing, 7 minutes away from St. Bernard, paying
$400/month for rent. She’s worried that if the demolitions of public housing continue, that
Iberville will be destroyed next. Because there is a new condominium development being built
nearby, she’s worried that new residents won’t want public housing near their condos.
She believes that so-called mixed-income housing is just a misleading way to describe
developments that are mostly for middle-class people with a few apartments for working-class
families. She wants to preserve real affordable housing, and restore and support the AfricanAmerican community she grew up with in New Orleans.
COALITION TO STOP DEMOLITIONS ORGANIZERS and ADVOCATES
Malcolm Suber
People’s Hurricane Relief Fund and Oversight Coalition
National Organizing Coordinator
1418 N. Claiborne
New Orleans, LA 70116
504.301.0125
www.peopleshurricane.org
Malcolm Suber is a veteran community organizer with more than four decades of experience. He
worked as the Executive Director of Urban Heart New Orleans after school program based in
several of the cities most (financially) deprived public schools. He has been a leading voice in the
New Orleans anti-war movement; the struggles against police harassment and the fight for quality
education; and organizing non-union workers in New Orleans. He is currently the National
Organizing Coordinator for the People’s Hurricane Relief Fund and Oversight Coalition. A
national coalition working to build a movement lead by grassroots persons disproportionately
impacted by Hurricane Katrina toward a just and comprehensive recovery of the Gulf South.
Kali Akuno-Williams
2283 International Blvd. #206
Oakland, CA 94606
(510) 593-3956 / kaliaw@sbcglobal.net
Kali Akuno is an organizer with the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement (MXGM) (see
www.malcolmxgrassroots.org for more information), a mass revolutionary nationalist
organization based in the United States. He is based in Oakland, California where he founded and
directed the School of Social Justice and Community Development (SSJCD) (see www.ssjcd.org
for more details). He is currently director of the International Human Rights Initiative (IHRI),
which recently organized the “From Attica to
Abu Ghraib: Human Rights, Torture, and Resistance” conference in Berkeley, CA on April 22nd
and 23rd (for more information see www.attic2abughraib.com).
Monique Harden

504-919-4590

STOP THE DEMOLITION COALITION
FACT SHEET1
What’s Wrong with Demolishing Public Housing?
Thousands of families will be permanently displaced. More than two years after HurricaneKatrina, more than 3,400 families have not returned because most public housing remains closed
The demolition is the latest in a long line of bad policies. For more than ten years, HANO
and HUD have squeezed Black families out of New Orleans by downsizing public housing. In
1996, there were more than 13,000 public housing units. Pre-Katrina there were 7,100 units but
almost 2,000 were vacant, waiting to be demolished. At the time of Hurricane Katrina, there
were 5,146 families living in public housing. Today, only about 1,700 families have been
permitted to return.
Destroying public housing will increase homelessness. Before the hurricane, there were
about 6,300 homeless people in New Orleans and neighboring Jefferson Parish. Today, the count
is 12,000 and growing. In New Orleans, hundreds of the estimated 12,000 homeless have taken
up residence in small tents across the street from City Hall and under the I-10 causeway.
The demolition places more burdens on New Orleans’ most vulnerable families. The
housing crisis grew worse last week with FEMA’s recent announcement that it would close all of
its trailer camps between now and May 2008. There are more than 65,000 families still living in
tiny FEMA trailers across the Gulf Coast, about 900 of them in New Orleans and 3,000 in
Louisiana. The Bureau of Labor Statistics has estimated that the unemployment rate for
Hurricane Katrina evacuees who remain displaced is triple that of those who have returned
(September 2006). Our most vulnerable families are being systematically forced out into a
housing market in crisis to fend for themselves.

What’s Wrong with the Mitigation Plans?
The plan will reduce available low income housing by 82 percent. HUD’s redevelopment
plan is to spend $762 million in taxpayer funds to tear down over 4,600 public housing
apartments and replacing them with 744 similarly-subsidized units -- an 82 percent reduction of
public housing for extremely poor families. This plan will not only lead to continued
displacement of pre-Katrina residents but will also fail to accommodate the almost 18,000
families that are on HANO’s waiting list (6,500 for public housing and 10,900 for Section 8).
Redevelopment will only leave little more than 3,000 public housing units for very low income
families.
1
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There is no clear timeline for when families can return. HUD plans to demolish four
developments to create mixed-income communities. There is no clear plan for this redevelopment
and no timeline for the return of families. In only one instance, Lafitte, HANO has projected 3-5
years before redevelopment is completed. In the meanwhile, families will remain displaced. The
other developments slated for demolition are C.J. Peete, B.W. Cooper and St. Bernard.
The plan is inadequate, burdensome and ignores the realities of the housing market.
HUD plans to provide vouchers to residents whose units are demolished. Vouchers are an
inadequate substitute for “hard units.” Vouchers require residents to pay security deposits,
equivalent to one month’s rent, which could be more than $1000. There is also significant race
and income discrimination in the rental market that limits housing opportunities.
This approach failed before Katrina, it will be even worse now. The St. Thomas Housing
Development was the first public housing unit in New Orleans that was demolished and replaced
with so-called "mixed income housing." According to HUD/HANO’s own figures, the 1,500
public housing units in the St. Thomas development were replaced by the River Gardens
development which contains only 122 units set aside for former public housing residents. The
rest of these units are market rate apartments and not affordable for the residents of the St.
Thomas development or any of the working poor of New Orleans. The former Desire
development had 1,800 units. Even if HANO/HUD lived up to their promises regarding the
redevelopment of the Desire public housing development as the "New Desire," only 425 units
will be set aside as affordable housing.

Who is responsible for this crisis?
Since Katrina, instead of paying for repairs, HUD and HANO boarded up units and left
them to deteriorate. In June 2006, HUD announced its plan to demolish 5,000 public housing
units. In September 2007, HANO completed its application for the demolition of these homes.
HUD approved the application, with no public input, in less than two days.
HUD’s actions may reflect deeper conflicts of interest. Serious questions have been raised
recently about the legality of current HUD contracts and agreements related to the redevelopment
of the public housing complexes in New Orleans that are slated for demolition. These concerns
include a possible conflict of interest between HUD’s Alphonso Jackson and Columbia
Residential Company, a private developer recently awarded a contract to demolish and redevelop
the St. Bernard housing development. For more information on this and other information about
current investigations of HUD contracts, see The National Journal’s report at
http://news.nationaljournal.com/articles/071004nj2.htm and The Times-Picayune’s report at
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news
Residents are using all available means to fight back and make officials do what’s right.
The lawsuit filed by public housing residents, Anderson v. Jackson, seeks to bring these families

back to New Orleans immediately. The suit was filed in federal court for the Eastern District of
Louisiana on Tuesday, June 27, 2006 by Advancement Project, Bill Quigley, Tracie Washington
and the law firm of Jenner & Block LLP against Secretary Alphonso Jackson, HUD and HANO
on behalf of public housing residents. The federal court recently refused, without even holding a
hearing, to stop the scheduled demolition. The residents are appealing this decision to Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals.
In addition, hundreds of organizations in New Orleans and nationwide are standing with residents
to fight for their right to return. Actions will be taking place throughout December and beyond, if
necessary, to address this miscarriage of justice.

What should be done instead?
Most units could be opened immediately but HUD and HANO stand in the way of the
right to return. Plaintiffs have presented evidence to the court that the buildings could be easily
repaired. C.J. Peete, for example, was not flooded and thus needs to be cleaned and repairs made
due to vandalism. Some of the units on the first floors of Lafitte and B.W. Cooper simply need
flooring and baseboard replaced due to flooding. St. Bernard can also be easily repaired. In fact,
HANO’s own insurance company estimated that twenty of the buildings at C.J. Peete would
cost less than $5,000 each to repair and only three would cost more than $10,000. With regard to
Lafitte, the company determined that 28 of the buildings would cost less than $10,000 each to
repair. Clearly, these minor repairs should not stand in the way of the right to return.
Residents have a right to return to their homes and a right to input in the process. HUD
and HANO have a duty to preserve affordable housing and a responsibility to engage residents in
the process. With the critical shortage of housing after Hurricane Katrina, demolishing 5,000
affordable housing units that could easily be repaired makes no sense. Any attempts to
redevelop housing should happen after residents are back home in New Orleans – and with
resident input and leadership.

Feds razing 4 New Orleans housing projects, & they won't be replaced
Wednesday, December 12th 2007, 4:00 AM
Ahda Hann Will never forget that delightful day in the Magnolia projects in New Orleans.
She was walking near the sprawling public housing complex - better known as the CJ Peete
apartments - when suddenly she heard a huge clatter. Out of the bowels of the project came a big
group of black boys, all sauntering in lockstep.
They held in their hands a raft of musical instruments fashioned out of tin cans and old pots and
pieces of junk. Their eyes were gleaming and the sound they produced with those instruments
was hypnotic.
"They'd created their own marching band," Hann recalled. "That's how it was years ago in New
Orleans, every project had its own marching band and the young people would compete and
create their own art."
That was long before Katrina struck and the levees broke, before our leaders abandoned the poor
and the sick of a great American city to fend for themselves.
After the storm, Hann joined the tens of thousands of displaced residents who scattered across
America, and she ended up here with hundreds of other Katrina victims in a FEMA-rented hotel
in Brooklyn.
Two years later, she's living in a rent-stabilized New York apartment and still trying to return to
New Orleans.
This Saturday, the federal Housing Authority will begin demolishing all 723 apartments in the
Magnolia projects.
Also set to be destroyed are 896 units at the Lafitte houses, 1,436 apartments at St. Bernard and
1,550 at the B.W. Cooper.
All told, 4,600 low-income housing units will be razed in a shocking act of class and racial
cleansing disguised as reconstruction. All the former residents of those projects, after all, were
not only low-income, they were all black, say Hann and housing advocates in New Orleans.
The message from the Bush administration couldn't be clearer: We didn't rush to save you poor
people in New Orleans when Katrina hit, and we don't want you back now.
Bush's housing secretary, Alphonso Jackson, denies any such intention, of course. His aides claim
their plan will create vibrant market-rate and mixed-income developments instead of housing
ghettos.
The federal government will spend $760 million to create about half as many total apartments,
and only about a quarter of the new units - 744 - will be slated for low-income residents.
The House of Representatives has already passed legislation that would require the Department of
Housing and Urban Development to provide a one-for-one replacement of all low-income units
that are demolished.

Louisiana's Republican Sen. David Vitter is blocking similar legislation in the Senate.
"These are beautiful brick buildings that survived the storm pretty well," said Hann, who just
returned from a month-long visit to her old city. "All they need to do is some mold mitigation and
maybe some new floors."
Hann went back to New Orleans looking for a place to rent but couldn't believe the skyrocketing
housing prices.
"An apartment that used to rent for $400 or $500 a month is going now for $1,400," she said. "It's
easier for me to afford the rent-stabilized apartment I have here in this city than go back and pay
those rents, especially on New Orleans wages."
Community leaders in New Orleans are vowing to block the bulldozers this weekend when the
demolition starts. Where is the national outrage, they ask, when the federal government once
again abandons the poor of New Orleans?
jgonzalez@nydailynews.com
Disturbing the Peace, in Haiti and New Orleans
by Brian Concannon Jr.
Fr. Gerard Jean-Juste, a Catholic priest from Haiti, just does not know when to shut up. In the
1970’s he saw his people starved and persecuted while Jean-Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier lived in
opulence, so he organized for change. The Duvalier regime responded as dictatorships do, and
kicked him out of the country. When he reached Miami, Fr. Gerry saw that the safety he found
there did not extend to immigrants locked up in detention centers or sent back to face torture or
worse in Haiti and countries like it. So he organized there for change. He founded Florida’s
Haitian Refugee Center to bring the struggle for justice to the U.S. courts, and coordinated
demonstrations to bring the struggle to the streets.
The United States responded as democracies should: it let Fr. Gerry do his work, as long as he did
not break the law. He did not win all the battles here that he should have- our laws and our courts
are not perfect. But he was at least able to criticize and mobilize without fear of persecution, and
sometimes even win.
Bill Quigley, a Catholic law professor from New Orleans, cannot stop helping people organizing
for change. He has been a leading advocate for the victims of Katrina since he weathered the
storm in a New Orleans hospital where his wife Debbie, a nurse, works, trying to help. The
hospital patients did not need a lawyer then, but the families still without homes and the kids still
without good schools need one now, so Bill is busy. In 30 years of public interest lawyering, Bill
has stood up for a whole spectrum of people fighting for social justice, including peace protestors,
death-row inmates and advocates for fair education, healthcare and housing.
Fr. Gerry brought the lessons he learned in the U.S. about non-violent organizing for social
change back to Haiti. In early 2004, when the brutal, unconstitutional and U.S.-supported interim
regime took over from Haiti’s elected government, Fr. Jean-Juste became the most prominent and
respected political dissident. He denounced the killing of political opponents, the political arrests,
the looting of public coffers and the tax breaks lavished on the wealthy while the poor starved.

People listened, so the regime responded as dictatorships do, and arrested Fr. Gerry on trumped
up charges, jailing him for over seven months. The authorities accused him of many things over
the next two years- three murders, treason, gun possession, plotting against the state and criminal
conspiracy, all without a shred of evidence or a single witness.
There was one charge — made by the police at one of Fr. Gerry’s arrests, but never in court —
that might have stuck: disturbing public order. Where public order meant poor kids dying of
hunger and young men massacred for living in a politically-active neighborhood, Fr. Gerry
disturbed the order. He fed hundreds of children at his church to show that it could be done. He
used his pulpit, the radio waves and the streets to denounce the repression, and remind people that
there was a better way.
When Professor Quigley found out about Fr. Gerry’s first arrest, he could not help but go down to
Haiti to help. Bill appeared in court alongside Fr. Gerry’s Haitian lawyer, Mario Joseph, and
stood at Fr. Gerry’s side during particularly dangerous times. Bill was roughed up once trying to
shield Fr. Gerry from a crowd before his second arrest, which he recounted in a July 2005
Common Dreams article. But the police and the courts always treated him with respect, always
allowed him to do his job.
The American professor’s presence in court and at the police station was a potent reminder of
how a government should respond to its critics. The police, prosecutors, judges, lawyers and even
the defendant saw Bill as representing a justice system that rejected punishing people for their
political opinions, tolerated dissent as long as it was expressed legally, and respected the right of
lawyers to assist their clients.
Bill’s presence had a tangible impact. It helped give one judge the courage to release Fr. Gerry
provisionally (the judge was forced off the bench the next month; Fr. Gerry was re-arrested eight
months later). It helped bolster Attorney Joseph, who managed to obtain another provisional
release, which is still in effect, in January 2006.
But despite Bill’s efforts, Fr. Gerry’s legal struggle continued, even after the restoration of
democracy to Haiti in 2006. The latest chapter was an appeals court hearing on November 26, to
decide Fr. Gerry’s challenge to his indictment. Bill had planned to go to Port-au-Prince for the
hearing, but a few days before, he cancelled. He was needed even more in New Orleans, to
represent public housing tenants in their struggle against the Bush Administration’s plan to
destroy 4,500 units of desperately-needed housing (see HUD Sends New Orleans Bulldozers and
$400,000 Apartments for the Holidays, December 3).
In Haiti, Fr. Gerry’s hearing went fairly well. The judges allowed him and his lawyers ample time
to make their case, and appeared to be under no inappropriate pressure. Hundreds of Fr. Gerry’s
supporters packed the courtroom for the hearing or protested outside, but there were no incidents,
and no one was arrested (see My Rosary Is My Only Weapon, Fr. Jean-Juste Goes To Court,
Again, San Francisco Bayview, December 5, 2007). The court has not yet issued its decision, but
the fact that a politically-charged hearing was held fairly and peacefully was a welcome sign of
Haiti’s increasing democratization.
In New Orleans, Bill’s work went less well. He was brutally arrested by a New Orleans deputy
sheriff. The arrest was caught on video, which shows Bill quietly standing by as his clients
explain why they should be allowed to enter a public New Orleans City Council meeting.
Suddenly a deputy grabs Bill from behind, slams him against the wall and roughly handcuffs him.
The charge: disturbing the peace. The fact that the lawyer whose protests had been tolerated by

Haiti’s dictatorship was brutally arrested for standing outside a hearing room in Louisiana is an
unwelcome sign of America’s decreasing democratization.
After the arrest, Bill tried to deflect attention from his experience to the persecution of his clients.
He noted that “we live in a system where if you cheer or chant in a city council, you get arrested.
But you can demolish 4,500 people’s apartments, and everybody is supposed to go along with
that. That’s not going to happen.” He added that “there’s going to be a lot more disturbing the
peace before this is all over, I am afraid.”
Although the video footage of Bill’s arrest is disturbing, the meager press coverage of it is even
more so. If a nationally-known professor having his head slammed against a wall on film for
peacefully helping the victims of the most notorious natural disaster of our times ask their City
Council for help defending their homes against a discredited Bush Administration does not
generate outrage, what will?
The attack on Bill was clearly designed to intimidate New Orleans’ political dissidents. The
attack itself, and the lack of an outcry about it, will encourage more attacks. Even more people
will hesitate before standing up to the Bush Administration and its local allies.
But the attack will not stop the New Orleans tenants, or their lawyer. Today, International Human
Rights Day, they went before the city’s Historic Conservation District Review Committee,
bringing over 100 protestors to the meeting. They won one: the Committee agreed to stop the
demolition of one of the three developments. The tenants will keep fighting the other demolitions,
and they will keep exercising their Constitutional rights to speak, to cheer and to chant, to disturb
a peace that tolerates the destruction of public housing during a housing crisis. Let’s hope that
New Orleans can treat its dissidents and their defenders at least as well as Haiti now would.
Human rights lawyer Brian Concannon Jr. directs the Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti,
www.HaitiJustice.org.
These icons link to social bookmarking sites where readers can share and discover new web
pages.

Edwards Statement On Hud Plan To Begin Demolishing Public Housing In New Orleans This
Week
Senator John Edwards calls on HUD to reverse its plan to begin demolishing public housing in
New Orleans this week and urged the New Orleans City Council to stand strong in defending
housing for city residents.
JohnEdwards.com - December 12, 2007
(PRNewsChannel) / Chapel Hill, North Carolina – Senator John Edwards called on HUD to
reverse its plan to begin demolishing public housing in New Orleans this week and urged the
New Orleans City Council to stand strong in defending housing for city residents. Edwards said
in a statement:
"There is a housing crisis in New Orleans today – the result of government policies that have
failed the people of the Gulf since Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma. Rents have doubled,
families are being evicted from FEMA trailers and now the current administration is now trying
to make a bad situation worse.
"I am calling on HUD to postpone its plans to destroy affordable public housing until replacement
housing is ready. Knocking down historic and livable housing today that withstood the winds of
Katrina with the bulldozers of Bush is counterproductive to the goal of giving residents a home to
which to return. Decentralizing poverty by encouraging new mixed-income income makes a lot of
sense – I've proposed creating 1 million new housing vouchers to do exactly that. But eliminating
housing where people could live in a city where a desperate shortage of shelter exists makes no
sense at all.
"I urge the City Council to reject the demolition permits HUD needs for its plan to destroy hope
for current and displaced New Orleans residents."
Source: JohnEdwards.com
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U.S. to Destroy New Orleans Housing While Poor Sleep in Tents
By James S. Russell
Dec. 6 (Bloomberg) -- In New Orleans, public housing doesn't mean bleak high-rise towers. The
city has thousands of units with Georgian brickwork and lacy ironwork porches that came
through Hurricane Katrina barely scathed.
Yet the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, or HUD, last week approved $31
million worth of contracts to demolish 4,500 public housing units of such high quality that some
are on the National Register of Historic Places.
The demolitions, scheduled to start as soon as Dec. 15, come as the city faces an unprecedented
shortage of rental housing. To add insult to injury, the Federal Emergency Management Agency
announced last week that it would evict hundreds of residents of emergency trailer parks in New
Orleans over the next six months, even though they don't have houses to return to.
Merry Christmas, poor people.
This is an unnecessarily painful mess in which bureaucratic bullheadedness and ideology have
trumped common sense. I am not nostalgic for vast housing tracts that replaced old blight with
new and became dumping grounds for the poorest of the poor. These doomed buildings, on four
huge sites, have potential. New Orleans tracts have been among the worst managed, suffering
most of their damage from neglect by the Housing Authority of New Orleans. HUD took over the
local agency and had determined before the storm to evict residents and demolish thousands of
units.
Low-income housing advocates were not the only defenders of these projects. Sturdily built and
sensitive to local history, the tracts always had the potential to lose their ``project'' stigma and join
the rest of the city as an invigorating mixed- income neighborhood.
Working Families
These aren't forbidding tower fortresses but appealing, three-story garden apartments. Most were
built in the 1930s and 1940s, when subsidized rental housing was deemed a worthy endeavor and
sheltered working families.
What's possible can be seen at River Gardens, a mixed- income community developed by locally
based HRI Properties. It replaced the St. Thomas public-housing project a few years ago. Five
buildings surviving from the old development have just been turned into 37 units of affordable
housing. The $9.4 million project was partly financed by tax credits that encourage the
preservation of historically important buildings. The overhaul was completed in just 11 months.
Garden Apartments
On a recent visit, the handsome warm-toned brick had been repointed and painters were putting
finishing touches on beautiful wrought-iron galleries. The apartments face generous gardens
shaded by monumental live oaks. The rest of the project was replaced with far less sturdy houses
of conventional construction. Though a variety of passable facades in traditional styles line quiet
new streets, the sides and backs are unappealing and almost windowless, looking out on car

parking.
HUD and the local housing authority have steadfastly resisted revamping thousands of units on
four other public housing sites, preferring to bid them out for new construction of mixed-income
developments that will take years to build and house a fraction of the neediest.
Washington policy makers see homeowners as the only class of residents who deserve aid. So
billions have been poured into financing to stretch inadequate insurance payouts, like ``soft''
second mortgages that become grants. And these programs have worked. Neighborhoods of
mostly owner-occupants are swarming with contractors completing repairs.
Forgotten Renters
Renters -- about half the households in New Orleans -- have been left to fend for themselves.
Before the storm, many landlords could make a profit renting out aging ranch houses or Creole
cottages at modest rates. Few were subsidized, most served people of modest income and many
are remarkable works of historic architecture that could catalyze more growth if fixed up.
Little aid is now planned for either small landlords or their tenants. In Senate testimony earlier
this fall, Orlando J. Cabrera, HUD's assistant secretary for public and Indian housing, had nothing
to say about what should be done to repair the 112,000 rental units seriously damaged throughout
the Gulf Coast in the storms of 2005.
This policy vacuum has left thousands of residents stranded because they're priced out of the
market, while jobs normally filled by people at the lower end of the wage scale go begging. The
problem is so vast that it's widely seen as impeding the city's recovery. A tent city in a park next
to City Hall is a daily reminder of the mess.
What works on the rental side is well known: a combination of incentives to encourage
reconstruction and subsidies to help families afford them. Successful urban rental developments
mix incomes and employ high-quality, non-stigmatizing design.
As the subprime mortgage mess amply demonstrates, owning isn't a panacea for wealth-building
or urban revitalization. While officials dither and blather, block after block of salvageable
housing will be bulldozed or disappear behind rapidly growing weeds.
(James S. Russell is Bloomberg's U.S. architecture critic. The opinions expressed are his own.)
To contact the writer of this story: James S. Russell in New York at jamesrussell@earthlink.net .

http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/base/news35/1196462054254650.xml&story
list=louisiana
Public housing advocates seek halt on demolitions
By BECKY BOHRER
The Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Dozens of protesters and housing advocates called on the City Council
Friday to halt the planned demolition of four public housing developments. One resident warned
of a "war" if it didn't happen.
"If you bulldoze our homes, we're going to fight," Sharon Jasper, who lived in one of the
developments shuttered after Hurricane Katrina, said before the council meeting. "There's going
to be a war in New Orleans."
The local housing authority recently approved plans to begin razing the developments on Dec. 15
to make way for mixed-income neighborhoods that would include subsidized housing, marketrate rentals and homeownership units.
A spokeswoman for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development said hundreds of
units in several of the developments were slated for demolition before Katrina and that nearly
3,000 units were occupied in those developments before the August 2005 storm.
The demolition plans have drawn protests and spawned a lawsuit, with one-time public housing
residents and advocates calling for "one-for-one" replacement — a subsidized unit for a
subsidized unit, for example — and alternatives, in the interim, in a city where rents have soared
since the storm.
Bill Quigley, the director of the law clinic at Loyola University which is helping represent the
former residents, said few options remain. One is a bill, stalled in Congress; another, an appeal of
a federal judge's refusal to halt the demolitions.
If their efforts in court fail, "they will take matters into their own hands," including, possibly,
marches, boycotts and such acts of civil disobedience as standing in the way of the demolitions,
he said.
Council members did not respond publicly to the protesters who urged them to intervene.
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Demolition of housing complexes approved;
$31 million in contracts doom St. Bernard, Lafitte, Peete, Cooper
By Gwen Filosa, Staff writer
The Housing Authority of New Orleans on Thursday approved nearly $31 million in contracts for
demolishing vacant brick buildings at five developments, part of its sweeping plan to transform
the city’s public housing. Demolition will begin Dec. 15, HANO spokesman Adonis Expose said,
with more than 4,000 apartments headed for extinction in the first phase.
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, which has run HANO since 2002,
announced in June that it would demolish the city’s four largest developments -- St. Bernard,
Lafitte, C.J. Peete and B.W. Cooper -- to make way for “mixed income” neighborhoods.
Except for B.W. Cooper, which is home to 251 families, the developments have remained
shuttered and empty since Hurricane Katrina struck 15 months ago.
In addition to the so-called Big Four developments, HANO has approved demolition and
construction work at the Fischer complex in Algiers, planning to eliminate the remaining low-rise
buildings that now sit across from the brightly painted homes that replaced the 13-story Fischer
high-rise, which was imploded in 2004 after 38 years.
HANO has proposed keeping a small portion of the historic apartments for redevelopment, as it
did at the former St. Thomas complex in the Lower Garden District, where five of the original
buildings were recently reopened as part of the River Garden community.
Thursday’s approvals of demolition awards and other “predevelopment agreements” will mean
the disappearance of hundreds of brick buildings across New Orleans that date back to the 1940s.
HANO board commissioner Donald Babers, appointed by HUD after Katrina, approved the
demolition plans at the agency’s monthly meeting Thursday without one word of comment from
the 20 people in the audience.
The contracts approved Thursday include:
• $9 million for demolishing 132 buildings at St. Bernard in Gentillly, in agreement with the
developer, St. Bernard Redevelopment, LLC. HANO also approved $645,000 for predevelopment
expenses, with plans to build 465 rental units on the site.
St. Bernard Redevelopment is the same group of nonprofits and businesses that have struck a
partnership that includes the Fore!Kids Foundation and the Baton Rouge Area Foundation, both
established charities. An affiliate of the Baton Rouge Area Foundation, Commercial Properties
Development Corp., will manage commercial elements of the redeveloped St. Bernard site. A forprofit Atlanta company, Columbia Residential, will develop the apartment complexes. The Bayou
District Foundation, formed earlier this year, acts as the public face of the complex partnership.
• $6 million for demolishing 65 vacant buildings at B.W. Cooper, in agreement with Keith
B. Key Enterprises. HANO also awarded $955,000 to Key for “certain predevelopment
expenses.” The developer plans to build 410 rental units at the site.
• $5.8 million to demolish 55 buildings at the vacant C.J. Peete in an agreement with Central City
Partners.

• $2.5 million to demolish 70 vacant buildings at Lafitte, awarded to D.H. Griffin of Texas Inc.
• $6.3 million for demolition of buildings and the construction of streets, lighting and other utility
infrastructure at Fischer to support new home construction, awarded to Boh
Brothers Construction.
HANO also approved giving an additional $254,634 to Durr Heavy Construction for demolishing
14 buildings at B.W. Cooper. The original contract, struck in August 2005 just before Katrina
struck, was $640,250. But the demolition was delayed for two years after the devastating storm
and levee failures, and with increases in gas costs, dump fees and trucking prices, the change
order was needed, HANO said.
All master plans, schedules and budgets for construction at the developments are due to HANO
within the next few weeks and will go through review and approval, Expose said.
Gwen Filosa can be reached at gfilosa@timespicayune.com or (504) 826-3304.
Copyright 2007 The Times-Picayune Publishing Company
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N.O. Fracas Over Plans to Raze Housing
By CAIN BURDEAU
NEW ORLEANS (AP) - Protesters angry about the pending demolition of more than 4,000 public
housing units stormed a City Council meeting Thursday in a confrontation that ended with a
prominent civil rights lawyer being hauled off in handcuffs.
Thursday's fracas was a taste of what's likely to come as former residents of the aging, neglected
buildings and their advocates seek to stop demolitions that could begin as soon as Dec. 15 in a
city that faces an acute housing shortage.
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development plans a wholesale redevelopment of
the city's public housing by tearing down the old barracks-style buildings and replacing them with
mixed-income neighborhoods. A federal judge and Congress have refused to stop the
demolitions.
About three dozen protesters gathered at the City Council chambers to demand that the council's
members step in. But when the council took no action, the protesters broke into chants and shouts
and forced Arnie Fielkow, the council president, to call the session into recess.
In the ensuing chaos, a sheriff's deputy grabbed and shoved civil rights lawyer Bill Quigley up
against the wall, where he was handcuffed. Quigley has led a legal fight against the demolitions.
The deputy's report said Quigley refused to leave the premises and shouted, ``I'm not going
anywhere.''
Quigley said he saw no reason for being detained and taken to a sheriff's trailer on the grounds of
City Hall. He was released shortly afterward and cited with a charge of disturbing the peace.
``We live in a system where if you cheer or chant in the City Council you get arrested, but you
can demolish 4,500 people's apartments and everybody's supposed to go along with that? That's
not going to happen,'' Quigley said. ``There's going to be a lot more disturbing the peace before
this is all over, I'm afraid.''
The demolitions of the housing projects, decaying and riddled with crime for years, are part of a
plan HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson pushed for after Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005.
Most of the units slated for demolition are vacant; many suffered heavy damage in the hurricane.
But several hundred people continue to live in at least one of the four major housing projects
targeted.
The redevelopment plan has grown more emotional since it was unveiled in mid-2006 as tens of
thousands of former residents and other poor residents found themselves unable to find housing in
New Orleans because of a housing shortage and inflated rents.
Critics of the plan say the redevelopment plan will drive poor people from neighborhoods where
they have lived for generations, but HUD denies that and says the plan will create an equal
amount of affordable housing as existed before Katrina hit.

